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Comparing the Worlds of Christendom and Islam
Christendom developed in the 500s and 600s, where it had a wide range of communities in afro-Eurasia. It became a European phenomenon after 1000 years, where African and Asian communities disappeared. It was divided into two Byzantine Empire and West by 1300 CE. The era of third-wave civilization came about where Christendom experienced contractions and expansions. The contractions happened in Asia and Africa, while expansions were in Western Europe and Russia. Also, Christian Byzantium contracted and disappeared with time. On the other hand, Western Europe contracted but later on expanded. The spread of Islam is the leading cause that led to the contraction of Christianity. After Muhammad's death, Christianity was almost becoming extinct in Arabia. Islamic forces also seized Jerusalem and its holy sites. In countries like Syria and Persia, most Christians converted to Islam voluntarily. In Africa, the northerners mostly converted to Islam. The Catholic Church brought about stability whereby a large number of Europe's non-Christians converted to Christianity by 1100 CE. The hierarchy model was aped from the Roman Empire in the catholic faith. Scholarship served a significant impact in Christendom after the 1100s. Scholars had freedom in the universities that were created. Some of the scholars emphasized the ability of human reason to understand divine mysteries. They also applied logic to law, medicine, and the world of nature. Scholars also developed natural philosophy, which was the scientific study of nature.

Islam has spread in more extensive parts of the world by the 21st century. It has a significant population in the United States with more than 1200 mosques. It developed from the 500s upon the realization of Muhammad, the messenger of God. The Islamic world had its leanings on the Greek way of reason. A lot of translations were made to Greek in the 9th and 10th centuries, which led to the success of Arab scholarship between 800 and 1200. The inter it expanded rapidly in Arabia through military successes. There are fundamental differences between the birth of Islam and Christianity. Islam did not grow as a persecuted minority religion, and also it did not separate church and state. Action between Islam and Greek also led to a discussion among Muslim thinkers on faith and reason. Unlike Christianity, Islam turned against natural philosophy. Some of the things that led to its expansion include economic prosperity. They needed to capture trade routes and also cover agricultural regions. Arabs also sought wealth and promotion in social status. It was tolerant of Jewish and Christian faiths, which led to its expansion. The conversion was done on social grounds, not spiritual. The state also provided incentives for new converts. One of the factors that led to its divisions and controversies was who should succeed Muhammad after his death. Another factor is the disagreement on what it truly means to be Muslim.
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